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Hiding -

diers and soidiers of the Pepular ' Cathieen V. Read and Leonard P,
. Maverment for the Liberation of Ango- { Adams. - . E

By William Wilson -

. ST.LOUIS— From itsinception, the -
-Central Inteiligence Agency has often
{failed in its duties and responsibilities |

- . to the American people, Despite the :
© -~ long list of its intelligence failures, or

perhaps because of them, the
has proposed a charter revision that

* would anable it to conceal all incompe-
tence in the Iuture by sealing its
records from individuals seeking in-
formation on possible agericy wrong-
“doiny or seeking redress lor priev-

ances, If the law locked the files, citl-

- zens would be denled the right to ro. -

- cover damages when they were hurt
by the agency. - : -

. In 1575, several soonlled African revo-

C.1.A.

C.1.A. secrecy can Chaﬁge history.™
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dmpressad with the CLLALS sideshosy,
and so were Gary Acksr and Daniel

these “herces.” A C.0.A-hired ye-
cruiter made all of the arrangements,
So the pubdlie was duped and a couple

- |. of guys wera used. Within days of thele
arrival in Angola, Mr. Acker and Mr, .’
Gearhart srere capiured by Cuban sob

'} la, and in 1978 were tried as merce-

naries of the National Front for the
v Liberaticn of Angola, The State Dev
partment in effect joined the enemy
Angolans as accusers, charging that

on their own in violation of U. 5. law"":
e C.LA., going a step further, said

thens. 1 the propesed charter tevision
were law at the time, that’s all you

would be able to remember ~ axcept -
that Mr. Gearhart was executed by a
firing squad and that Mr, Ackerisstill -

serving his 18-year sentence, in Luan.
“da, Angola. The C.LA.3 duplicity
would remain secret {orever and could
not legally be dlzclosed — even to the

-| :family of the dead man. Even i the
C.LA. had provided exculpatory evi.-

dence, under the proposed charter it

Gearbart’s counsel, to have used it in

* - The public and the news media were

Gearhart, and they decided to join -

the Americans had *‘gore over thers

that it 'was *“not very interested” in’

wowld have been illegal for me, as Mr.. |,

STAT |

dow in 1553 days after C.LA. agents |

gave him L3D in a drink in an exee

ment without his koowledge. He had _

gone to New York City 10 326 3 pay.

" chiatrist,

We . wouldn't know, unless we
remembered, that the C.LA. traf-
tickeq in peroin. We learned that frem

the book ““The Politics of Heroin n’

Southeast Asia,” by Altred A. McCoy,

We won’t know, unless we can
rememoar, that the intellizence

“agency ‘cannot gather intalligence
witheut major fallures. I3 was unable:

to anticipate the danger to our em-

‘bassy in Teheran and the likelihood of
-the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Of -

course it {alled to predict the 1988 Tet
cffensive in Vietnam, Further, do we

bave to recall the hurmiliation of the
- United States at the Bay of Pigs? In
other words, there were C.LA. fiasces

toth before and afier restraints wars
introduced by Congress, i

-~ In1963, Harry S. Truman, whoinste |
- tuted the C.1.A, during his Presidency,
wrote: “We have grownupasa raticn,

respected for.our free institutions and
for cur ability to maintain a fres and
open society. There is something about

- the way the C.LA. has been functicp. -
ing that is.casting a shadow over cur

historic position, and I fesl that we

STAT |

N

. ( -+ - luttonaries arrtved in New York Clty

; . and handed a passionate apoeal tothe
3 Uniiegi Mations Geoeral Assen::bl:;/ gétg—
P can states to support the " o
“,ghﬂckedforcwlnthez&ngoiandvil »-’:iemﬂ' Stockwell and Frank

war. Later, in news confersnces and | Lo Stocawell Sans

- infe 1 meetings with reporters in Snepp,ac;:‘{.A.anazysthietm’a’mand
" New York andimw’ ashington, they dew. . -author of ‘A Decent Interval,” state
S the plork ictories of their - that the officers who le# behind identi-
: scr!}}bedbmvc glm :wss and the hortid - fication files of C.1.A. employees in

T . : : - Vietnam were rewarded with promo-
. ¢ atrocities of their enemles. They ap- [ ‘tions and choice reassignrments. After

. pealed lor more money and arms to- ! all, sloughing off numbers of Vietname.
. fight thelrthagwd Hght. ’r;f"” might - - oo is easy if C.1A. secrecy can be as-
e FEmemberthatthey wereheroes, Lol Y it the American pevplears |- -
. 77T Unlortunately, the entire atfaty was . ' guaranteed access to the truth, thep -
-y the product of the imagination of &g e i bt reputation -
1 C.LA. group operating under the code & o0 g sufler, and Americans might
¢ pame PLIACADMUS, which denoted the ., -0 75 0 eager - to join  the' next -
; propagarda arm of the C.1.A.S clan. - lostoause, o e R
« destine Angolan operation. Some of iy gy e ‘brooread cosed system
[ this information was made public in-- 504 i sedicions manipulation of the
the book “in Search of Enemies,” b'y news media by trained experts, the fh-.
John Stockwell, who was the C.I.A.S 3 lusion of security might then be re-
, Apgolan task force commander. BUt. .. giored ¢0 full juster. And then we wouid
| youwouldn't be able toknow that i the . "1y oo about, say, Dr. Frank Olson, ©
proposed charter revision 2ad been ! o cpyiian biochemist at the Army's -
 1aw, unless someone bad decided to. . t germ-warfare laboratorles
- spend 10 years in prison for the privi- | a¢'Fort Detrick, Md., who phinged to
., legeotinforming you. - iz .5 i, his death from a Manhattan botes aris .-

_ defense of an American on trial for hls
- life. The truth mignt have saved Dan-

reedto correct it.” Heis still right. -

William Wilson, a specialist in human -
rights, is aninternationgl lawyer.
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